Ll

- Amy MeDonald



"Libraries are not made,
they grow".

- Augustine Birrell

Western Allegheny Community Library (WACL) was founded
over twenty-five years ago when four local residents came
together with a shared dream to create a library that would
serve the communities of Findlay Township, North Fayette
and Oakdale Borough. Throughout the years we have
continued to grow and 2022 was no exception. Last year, we
welcomed over 54,000 visitors and provided them with 638
programs and countless services.

None of this would have been possible without the support
of our community. The extraordinary financial support has
allowed WACL to become a distinguished library and
learning institution within the state of Pennsylvania.

Additionally, whether connecting visitors with volunteer
opportunities, educational resources, or simply
recommending a good book, our staff continues to
demonstrate their commitment to each curious resident,
reader, lifelong learner and independent thinker that comes
through our doors.

Post pandemic, we are in a strong position. In most cases,
weekly attendance has exceeded pre-pandemic levels and
patrons of all ages are once again engaging with our events,
programs and services. We are so glad to see our space
filled with new and returning visitors.

The library is a place like no other, committed to both
empowering individuals and strengthening the community
through lively interaction and the animated exchange of
ideas. As we work to continue to be so in the coming year
we look forward seeing you!

Our Board
of Directors

Michele Conti
North Fayette, President

Skip Shemon
Findlay, Vice President

MaryAnn Wiesner
Findlay, Treasurer

Aleksandra Kocelko
Findlay, Secretary

Erin Carlisle
North Fayette

Juliana Devere
North Fayette

Kay Doddato
North Fayette

Bob Mizwa
Oakdale

Zac Wassel
Oakdale
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The Team

Amy McDonald, Library Director
Becky Proie, Youth Services Manager

Our staff is the heart of this Heather Auman, Head of Library Services
. . Laura Kulin, Manager of Operations
library. They are the fr|e‘n.dly Marie Brajdic, Bookkeeper
faces that greet every visitor Norene Ruggiero, Circulation Supervisor
and provide all sorts of Donna Shemon, Assistant Circulation Supervisor
assistance on a dai[y basis. Guendalina Guidotti, YS Programming Specialist
Stephen Auman, Library Assistant & Maintenance
. Nancy Holston, Library Assistant
Volunteers also prOVIde a great Julian Matucheski, Library Assistant
service to the library and to the Susan Osborn, Library Assistant

commun ity, Carli Oswald, Library Assistant
Mackenzie Partyka, Library Assistant

Shadan Rizvi, Library Assistant
Members of our Board of Elaine Vattimo, Library Assistant

Directors(listed on page 2) Laura Zottola, Library Assistant
continued to give their valuable
time to attend board meetings,
participate in legislative calls,
and were in constant
communication with the
Library’s Director.

.'frlends
. OF THE LIBRARY
We cannot forget all the time

given by the members of our
Friends of the Library. They
partnered with other
community-based
organizations to brainstorm
ways to get more books into
the hands of our residents. The
Friends also worked diligently
to process thousands of
donations and facilitated two
book sales which, combined
with their in-house book sale,
raised nearly $15,000 to
support library programs and
services.

Elizabeth Shannon, President

Anne Miller, Vice President
Cindi Leszunov, Membership
Carol Bonicky, Member at Large

03 | Annual Report 2022



Mission, Vision and Values
. s, 1/

"/

) Mission {_

The mission of Western Allegheny Community Library is to provide a safe,
inclusive, and accessible community-centered library that is free to the public and
empowers its residents’ personal, educational, and professional growth through
our collection, programs, and services.

) Vision {

Our vision is for West Allegheny to be a vibrant, inclusive, connected, and
informed community that is committed to lifelong learning.

) Values {

Community Partnership
We understand the importance of collaboration to support a strong and growing
community through teamwork, partnerships, and shared success.

Equity and Inclusion

We appreciate cultural diversity, varied lived experiences, and unique individual
needs. We are committed to fair and inclusive access, a sense of belonging and
dignity, and the reflection of all voices.

Excellence and Integrity
We respect the need for integrity and are committed to informed planning and
responsible stewardship.

Intellectual Freedom
We believe in intellectual freedom and uphold the right to privacy as well as the
right to seek, access, and express diverse points of view.

Literacy and Lifelong Learning
We recognize the importance of literacy and understand that the desire to learn and
grow is lifelong.

Respect
We treat all patrons, staff, and community members with kindness and respect.

04 | Annual Report 2022



Core Services

The Library's core services make up the majority of its activity - circulation
(checkout of materials), internet use, program attendance, etc. To determine the
health of the library, WACL monitors the number of residents who actively use
these services, how often the services are used, and resident satisfaction with the
services. This year, as we continue to recover from the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, the library continued to take steps to balance the health and services
and to effectively pivot when necessary to meet the needs of our community.

Total Library Visits

54,707

Total Number of
Physical Circulation Cardholders

137,207 13,442

Total
Digital Circulation

47,506

Total Meeting Number of
Room Usage STEM Programs

2,301 105

Reference

Questions Answered

2,493

Library Attendance at
Computer Sessions

3,287

Library Programs

Wi-Fi Minutes
327,949
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Financial Statements

Operating Revenue

ltem Amount
Municipalities $328,377.00
ARAD $115,222.20
Gaming Funds $16,422.00
State Aid $49,643.00
Fines/Fees $8,345.76
Variable Revenue $179.90
Total Revenue: $518,189.86
Fundraising Revenue
Total Fundraising: $145,766.37
Value

ltem

Computer Users

WiFi Users

Reference Questions

Program Attendees

Children's Books Circulated

YA/Adult Books Circulated

Other Physical Items Circulated
EBooks & eAudiobooks Circulated 49,410

Digital Magazines Circulated

Operating Expenses

Percent ltem Amount Percent
63.4% Collection $61,455.36  11.5%
22.2% Contracted & Prof. Services $24,080.80 4.4%

3.2% Marketing $2562.79 0.5%

9.6% Payroll & Benefits $366,489.08 68.2%

1.6% Programming $6,706.06 1.2%

0.0% Building, Grounds & Utilities $46,748.92 8.7%

Supplies $3,178.51  0.6%

Technology $26,210.53  4.9%

100% Total Expenses: $537,432.05 100%

Average Costto Value

Total Price Residents Provided
3,287 $18 $49,166
4,472 $8 F $35,776
2,493 $20 $49,860
12,068 $20 R $241,360
71,763 $25 $1,794,075
62,161 $25 $1,554,025
3,283 $40 E $131,320
$10 $454,100
2,376 $5 E $11,880
Total Estimated Value: $4,321,562
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Strategic Partnerships

Strategic partnerships make it possible for us to offer programs that are important to
the residents of West Allegheny. Community members participate in programs
promoting health, education, enrichment, personal finances, small business
management, parenting, adult literacy, arts and culture, and much more. A special

thanks to these community partners:
Stretch & Grow

acosan CONtI Law s,
vitsiani Allegheny Land Trust
Hank The Bee Gu Citizens BankVITA

NovaCare Rehab North Fayette Police NOI"thWQS’[ EMS

Allegheny County Park Rangers

My Favorite Sweet Shoppe

Borelli Cellars Nose 2 Tail Cat Rescue West Allegheny Historical Society

Achieva \West Allegheny School District

Raccoon Creek State Park

Gateway Rehab C&eKane' ovestro

Soldiers and Sailors The Dawg House

Findlay TownshlpE)aW 4& O rd er

of Pitt I‘L

Notable Highlights

e Awarded the commonwealth's PA Forward Gold Star status for the fourth year in a row.

e With the help of the staff, board and community members, WACL leadership created and
began the implementation of a five-year strategic plan.

e Staff presented to county libraries on Fund Development: Event Planning.

e The Library Director completed her Master of Information and Library Science.

e WACL was nominated by the Bridge to Learn Steering Committee to have some of our
programs included in Allegheny County Department of Children’s Initiatives' Summer 2022
Story Map.

e The Library Director was named Ambassador of the Year for the Pittsburgh Airport Area
Chamber of Commerce.

e Rachel completed the Foundations of Library Services course through Library Juice
Academy. This 16-hour course focused on how library staff can support early literacy.
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The Library Director was presented with a Distinguished Achievement Award from the West
Allegheny School District, in recognition of outstanding contributions to the students and
the district.

Through a partnership with VITA, the library provided over 800 residents with free tax
preparation.

Hosted our first Links for the Library Spring fundraiser, which raised nearly $10,000.

Fall for Your Library realized another record year, raising over $66,000.

Heather finalized our "Civic Empathy through History" project in partnership with the Heinz
Center Affiliates Program and the Heinz History Center, funded by the Grable Foundation.
Renewed our designation as an Educational Improvement Organization through the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's Department of Community and Economic Development
and was awarded $2500 in funding via Frist Commonwealth Bank's Educational
Improvement Tax Credits.

Awarded the Legislative Accessibility Grant which helped fund upgrades to our front doors
and family restroom, which included three automatic door openers ($14,180).

Received the Legislative Workforce Development Grant to provide laptops for our
workforce development programming, allowing WACL to provide hands-on lab style
programs for jobseekers.

Received Emergency Connectivity Funding to cover the cost of four additional hotspots for
residents without internet.

Youth Services recorded an interview with the State Library to include Teen Test Kitchen in
the PA Forward® Virtual Program Collection on Niche Academy, earning the library a $1,000
stipend.

The Friends of the Library placed four new Little Free Libraries throughout the community,
which they restock and rotate on a regular basis. Two of the libraries were created by
students at the High School.

The Friends Group created new partnerships with the West Allegheny Food Pantry and
Lafayette Square.

Completed a 10 Gigabit fiber install required for eiNetwork's high-speed upgrade.
Completed repairs to the exterior stucco.

Repainted the interior of the library.

Replaced the awnings at both the front and back doors.

Replaced the last of our drainage pipes that had become damaged over time.

Partnered with Citizen Care, a social service agency that provides services and supports to
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, launching our Libraries Are for
Everyone programming series.

Implemented an extensive Volunteer Program with Citizen Care, now welcoming 17
individuals on a weekly basis, helping them to develop job readiness skills.

Partnered with Chatham University and hosted two Occupational Therapy Doctoral
Student Interns during their fall semester.

Launched the 500 Books Before Middle School reading program.

Hosted field trips for the High School Life Skills Program, Resurrection Preschool, and the
Girl Scouts.

Collaborated with the Middle and High School staff to develop a process for improving
student access to reading materials. 08 | Annual Report 2022



2022 Donor's

The Library opens the door to so many new opportunities for the residents of our community, but we
couldn’t do it without our amazing supporters! On behalf of everyone served by the Western Allegheny
Community Library, we are pleased to acknowledge the following financial donors for their generosity
and support in 2022. In addition to those listed below, we also want to thank everyone who made an in-
kind contribution throughout the year. Although too numerous to print, these gifts of time, talent, books,
supplies, gift certificates, baskets, etc. are extremely helpful and very much appreciated!

$5,000+ Donors

Conti Law

Clinton Light Up Celebration
The Jack Buncher Foundation

$2,500+ Donors

Coldwell Banker Linda Diffendal
Imperial McDonald's

Heritage Valley Health System

$1,000- $2,499 Donors

MaryAnn Wiesner

Nancy Howell

Fidelity Charitable

Anthony and Patty Giura

Anne S. Miller

NiSource Charitable Foundation
and Columbia Gas

Citizen Care, Inc.

Roland Trucking Inc.

Coldwell Banker Shanna Funwela

GBU Life

Sierra Experts

New AGE Environmental Inc.

Township of Findlay

North Fayette Township

Mark and Pamela Perry

Deborah Gracey

Carrie Tapyrik

Anna Marie and Donald Niemann

Anonymous

Duerr Packaging Co., Inc.

David DiCola

US Asset Management LLC

$1,000- $2,499 Donors Continued
The Brindle Family

Pustover Financial Services

First Commonwealth Bank
Exchange Underwriters

$500 - $999 Donors Continued

Bob and Lyn Grimm

Charles Metcalf

Oakdale Borough

Hometown Spine & Sport LLC

Ray and Amy McDonald

Burns White LLC

Kehm Oil Company

Michael Czerniewski

Parkinson Electric LLC

Matthew and Erin Carlisle

Moody Funeral Home

Progressive Insurance Foundation

Jude and Donna Shemon

Jo Ann Deasy

Roberta Smith

Russell Charitable Foundation

Ameriserv Trust and Financial
Services Company

Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani,
LLP

Arlington Heritage Group

Sisters of St. Joseph

Atlas Services Corporation

Piper Sandler

Calgon Carbon Corporation

Helping Hands Child Care &
Learning Center

Kristin Novic

West Allegheny Foundation

$500 - $999 Donors Continued
Range Resources

Imperial Tax & Accounting, Inc.
Express Employment Professionals

$250 - $499 Donors

Heather Abramowicz

Aleksandra J Kocelko

Kathryn Nicholson

George and Laura Kulin

Cetera Investors

Pack N Ship (Kokoskie Enterprises
Inc.)

Tim and Sheila O'Sullivan

Rosemary Mitsch

Bradley and Amanda Kramer

Paragon Agency LLC

Coldwell Banker Kathy Pfister

Frederich E Liechti

McCarrell Landscape Construction

Leo and Marianne Sforza

Jim and Carol Morosetti

Robert Mizwa

JoAnn Ste Marie

Bob and Barb Piskorik

John and Patricia Ewing

Michael Milnes

Norene Ruggiero

Kathleen Davis

Mutt Manor Dog Resort

United Way of Allegheny County

United Rentals

West Allegheny Wrestling Boosters

Top Dog Pet Care Services

Pandolfo Bendik

The Dawg House
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$250 - $499 Donors Continued

Imperial Agway

Blink of An Eye: Sports and Family
Photography

Valley Electric Company

Mark Carlisle

Linda Lewis

Russ Musolf

Drew and Joyce Leister

John and Janice Kreutzman

Erin Melbert

Judy Dewey Notary

$100 - $249 Donors
Douglas Barker

Natalie Manning

James Elmer Sr.
Allegheny Metal Finishing
James Pieffer

Rylanco Inc, DBA Fort Pitt Inn
Wendy Bernett

Laurie Miller

Brian Partyka

Darla A. Carson

Edward L Whitmoyer
Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson
Debbie and Joe Hamilton
Barb Gedman

Marilyn Demasso

Louise Bonnizzio

Jason and Michele Conti
Becky Proie

Christa Nicholson

The Thacker Family

Jena Turner

Marie and James Brajdic
Merryl Samuels

Mary Leah Stolarz

Lisa McCracken

Robert and Kelly Sterner
Traci S Melnick
Bookworms Book Club
Ntasha Sethi

Cheryl Ciccone

Clement and Karen Rolin
Mike and Sky Mu

Howard Moore and Carol Pattison
Robert and Kay Doddato
Vito and Sharon Bovalina

$100 - $249 Donors Continued
Ann Withrow

Carol Stenzel

Resurrection Lutheran Church
Norman R David

Evan Rose

Margaret Hawk

Mark Rozum

Elizabeth Shannon

Danelda Yenchik

Wilbur McMurray

Helen Kennedy

Michele Merlino

James Skonieczny

Melissa Mizwa

Paul and Loretta Hennemuth
Jean and Erik Brandsberg
Candace Seibel

Regis Martin Nelis

Chris Rodgick

Ellen Sansonetti

Ann Smeltzer

Christine Bradley

Erin Rayle

Michael Babich

Jeff DeZulovich

Wendy Mueller

Christopher Heck

Andrew and Christine Frost
Angie Peponidis

Jodi Martin

Charles Biancucci

Mirrell Knabe

Charles and Jessica Benedict
Michele Creps

Crystal Partyka

Richard and Carli Oswald
AJ and Missy Baldwin
James B. Pieffer

Ellen Jukes

Dave Howard

Steve Templeton

Hank "The Bee Guy" Brinzer
Deborah L Rich

Lee and Jackie Hendricks
Joyce L Koval

Lisa A. Cooper

Janoski Farms, Inc

Gary T Smith

$100 - $249 Donors Continued

Noblestown United
Presbyterian Church

Julianne Wimer

Danielle Hagenstein

Jennifer Brumbaugh

Kimberly Glasspool

Charles D Hughey

Ron and Lynne Zvirman

David and Barbara Wood

John and Lynda Wenzel

Sandra and James Thompson

Bill and Lyndy Stout

Sandra and Edward Smith

John and Debbie Scott

Cathy and Jeffrey Scott

Michael and Jean Quinn

John and Rita Petricko

Jeremy and Barbara Overbay

Chris and Rita Melvin

Joseph and Jeanne Matucheski

Brian and Mary LaPlante

Dave and Sue Kriznik

Pam and Marc Kaplan

Jeffery and Wendy Hughes

William and Theresa Hartman

Karl and Jodi Fritzman

Shawn and Courtenay Deluca

Valerie and Ken Brandy

Aldo and Susan Betta

Erin Wallace

JoAnn Truchan

Amanda Semerod

Margaret McMichael

Tom McLellan

Christopher Maropis

Betty Marflak

Catherine Kvederis

Marianne Kramer

John R. Meyers Plumbing &
Heating, Inc.

Dorothy Gearhart

Lisa Bernett

Robert Benson

Ernest Argenta

Senator Devlin Robinson

Hon. Anthony Saveikis

Marian and Ramond Petrick

Pike Beverage, Inc
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up to $99 Donors

Jason and Jennifer Forth
Carol Bonicky

Theresa Kralik

Sherry Schiff

David and Tommilea Giegel
Claudia Hartman

Jeff Choura

Sandra Hankey
Katherine Haring
Ronald N Henry

Martin and Janet Burke
Timothy and Barbara Redlinger
Adele and William Messer
Edward and Evelyn Knisely
Jules and Shirley Favand
Mardelle Walk

Joseph Miknevich

Angie Lake

Frances Kelley

Donald Bates

Angeline Henzler
Beverly Proie

Gregory Erdely

Daniel Miller

Alex Schinderle

Nicole McGory

Brittany Lounder
Rochelle Havelka
Michael Curry

Rachael Bowe

James Kerr

Josh Ghaly

Donald and Lori Lucas
Diana Morrow

Ted and Carol Preniczky
Jill Wiggins

Timothy Trimarki

Agnes Eicher

Donna McCrory

Dennis and Amy Fodse
Melanie Love

Nathalia Chessa
Geoffrey Abner

Renee Liebert

Kristen Nelis

Deborah Elicker

Amy Sue Rocchio

Chris and KC Rovensky

up to $99 Donors Continued

Brian Berhosky

Mary Sandora

Tom & Debbie Davis

Cassandra Lockerbie

Leda Heidenreich

Jill Newdick

Laura Burns

Jennifer Kusic

Peter and Ashley Mays

Jaclyn Holmes

Beth Zyra

Jon Hartwell

Laura Clancy

Rezilyent Destination & Events
LLC

Carrie Davis

Meryl Hatton

Jermon Caldwell

Kateri Meinert

Kali Partyka

Shelly Partyka

Betty D'Amico

Amy Krek

Glenn and Catherine Proie

Hera Ahmad

Dale and Idamae Gower

Asher Javaherian

Stephen Trusnovic

Paul Winkler

Susan Fisher

Patricia Donati

Robert & Kolleen Haines

Gigi Higie

Valeria Lea Koyiades

Anni Schott

Doris Cole

Sandra A Russell

Sherrill M Hallum

Patte Shetler

Elizabeth Ann Gamrod

Bayer Heritage Federal Credit
Union

Deborah and David Young

Sarah and Scott Weese

Julie and Timothy Waugaman

Joseph and Susan Vidmar

Rep. Valerie Gaydos

James and Barbara Stafford

up to $99 Donors Continued
Lisa and John Rukas

Joe and Tracy Pustover
Rocco and Karen Prologo
Richard and Esther Nist
Cynthia and Dennis Macek
Herman and Cherilyn Fry
Diana and Roger Froats
Joseph and Nancy DiBucci
Robert and Alice Davis
Ellen and Russ Campbell
Ronald and Judith Bolind
Stephen and Heather Auman
Andrew and Connie Buydasz
Gail Yochum

Susan Whitecotton

Elaine Vent

Rose Ann Sinagoga

Gary Lengyel

Darlene A Lavezoli

Jean Kramer

Lisa Gialloreto

Joseph Dolinar

Ruth Daughenbaugh
Barbara Cunningham

Gail Ciallelli

Shirley Castillo

William Brown

Janet Babski

Katherine Miller

Cindy Kampetis

Diane Jurena

William and Mary Gamble
Michael Lazor

Beverly Hilpert

Patrick Gaudio

Dina and Timothy Swaney
Robert and Mary Cassidy
MaryBeth Kramer

Susan Dorman

Bernadette Krueger

Lisa Roth

Brandon Dewick

Danielle Huard

Stephanie Adam

Kerven Moon

Annette lannetti

Patricia Lutkus

Donald Johnson
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up to $99 Donors Continued
Bonna Marie Lesko

John and Tina Nagode
Oakdale Republican Committee
Larry and Carolyn Kerwin
Roger and Patricia Randall
John and Geraldine Freund
Darla Patterson Nauman
Lynn Henry

Julie Howard Howard
Carol Thompson

Deanna Morris

Michelle Opdahl
Natarajan Gounder

Lauren Rocchio

Margaret Bruni
Bookworms Book Club
Mary L. Schuler

Linda Dobosh

Elaine Rossi

Bill Lawton

Thomas J Menzies

up to $99 Donors Continued
Elaine Vattimo

Rebecca and Timothy Tarbuk
Gary and Erin Swaoger

John and Kathy Sloan
Charlene and John Rozman
Dwayne and Sherry Romano
Betty and Walter Phillips
Scott and Antonine Miller
Sandra and William Miller
Kathy and Alfred Marzzarella
John and Evelyn Jenkins
Robert and Barbara Hamel
David and Charlotte Duffill
Chris and Laura Deramo
Jeffrey and Renee Cousins
Elissa Uram

Doris Scott

Kimberly Petrick

Pamela Limbruner

Lillian Kocuba

Kim Kuzio

2022 In Pictures

up to $99 Donors Continued
Maribeth A. Vogl

Carole Heitzenrater
Saundra Grill

Rebecca Tomei

Danielle Yonker

Andre Jonathan Bliss
Judith A Newcomer
Michael and Joann Timcheck
Coletta and Stanley Swick
Laverne Palko

Su H. Li

Cindi Leszunov

Carolyn Forsythe

Mary Lou Buell

Michael Marchinsky

Rose Marie Baker

Robyn and Nicolette Clements
Robert Alrutz

Stanley Michalski
Michaeline Chiesa

Carol Hornyak




