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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Western Allegheny Community Library plays
a vital role in our community. In a world of
uncertainty and chaos, we have created a
space that is welcoming, safe, and free for
everyone to enjoy. Children and families
come to read, learn, and play. Adults of all
ages are invited to explore our collection,
participate in programs, and learn new
skills. Local organizations use our space to
host weekly meetings, businesses share
informational sessions with the public, and
tutors help students strengthen their skills.
We are proud to serve the residents of
Findlay, North Fayette, and Oakdale and to
truly be a community gem.

In 2019, Western Allegheny Community
Library was faced with a series of
unforeseeable challenges. When it rained, it
poured, literally! Yet our community did not
disappoint; friends, neighbors, local
businesses, and supporting municipalities
all rallied together and offered help where
they could.

Despite early closures and delayed
openings, we continued to grow. This year
we circulated 159,726 items, up 9% from
2018. That equates to a value of over $3
million back into our communities.

We inspire both young and old minds
through exceptional materials, we engage
the community through access to cutting
edge technologies, and we educate
learners of all ages through innovative
programs.

As we look back on the year, we remember
the challenges of a leaking roof and
damaged pipes, but we also remember the
successes we shared, the patrons we
helped, and all that we've learned.

AN bl
AMY MCDONALD

Library Director
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YOUTH SERVICES

2019 was a year of significant change and growth
for the Youth Services Department. We
welcomed a whole new team led by Becky Proie,
our new Youth Services Manager. Together with
Amelia Dickson (Youth Services Programming
Specialist) and Gee Bolland (Early Literacy
Outreach Specialist), Becky worked to revitalize
and expand the department by creating new and
vibrant programs.

The library collaborated with WQED and Chick-
Fil-A, Robinson to bring /nquire Within to West
Allegheny. Inquire Within is a program designed
to encourage family engagement and a love of
learning through hands-on, family-centered
activities.

In addition to conducting monthly outreach to 13
area preschools and daycares, our staff continued
to offer weekly storytimes and also added
programs including Sensory Storytime, Pumpkin
Science, and a Zentangle Party.
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In order to remain relevant in a
constantly changing world, it is
important for library programs and
services to change as well. In an effort
to meet the needs of our patrons, Tech
Services has continued to evolve.

Heather, Head of Library Services,
expanded our Tech Takeout Menu
which encourages patrons to "try before
they buy." Patron favorites of 2019
included the hotspots, Instant Pot, trail
camera, and GoPro Camera Kit. By

offering such items, patrons have the In addition to offering individual
opportunity to access materials and technology tutoring, resume help, and
experiences they may not otherwise be access to public computers and WiFi,
able to explore. the library offered a number of

technology-related programs that
focused on trending topics. Patrons
learned about alternatives to cable
television in our "Cut the Cable"
program, how to take back valuable
time by cooking with an Instant

Pot, and which meal delivery kits are
the most cost-effective. In total, the
library offered 81 technology-related
programs.
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Even adults need a place to learn, meet new
friends and relax. The library's adult
programming offered just that.

This past year, we introduced Exciting
Excursions, a series of field trip type events
that explored new places such as The West
Virginia Penitentiary, Lumberjaxes, and Top
Golf.

In addition, the library partnered with a
number of professionals to offer programs
such as Alert 360, a self-defense program
taught by a retired Army Ranger; CBD 101, a
program that discusses the health effects of
CBD oils; Cruise Night with Rusty, which
focused on Alaskan Cruises; and Stages of
Senior Living presented by Tapestry Senior
Living.

Once again, the library provided the popular
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance)
Program to the community. This free tax
program assisted over 620 people from
January through April.
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| am a teacher with 4 young children. Our library
has been an important part of our lives for years!
We are all big readers so, of course, we borrow
books and ebooks ALL the time but the library
provides us with so much more! I've borrowed a
code reader to see what was wrong with our mini
van. | tried an instant pot before we decided to
make the purchase ourselves. We have enjoyed
events from Star Wars ad Frozen parties to
storytimes and cooking classes. | don't have
enough room to say more, but there is so much
more!

- Nicole, North Fayette Township

Since moving from Boston to Oakdale, the library
has been a constant home for us. Our outings to
the library to participate in programs provide a
weekly family bonding time. The programs have
been great for the kids and adults as we learn new
subjects. We LOVE going to our library with the
amazing, friendly librarians and all the books they
have to explore. We are incredible lucky to have
our library.

- Renee, Oakdale Resident



The Library opens the door to so many new opportunities for the residents of our community, but we
couldn’t do it without our amazing supporters! On behalf of everyone served by the Western Allegheny
Community Library, we are pleased to acknowledge the following financial donors for their generosity
and support in 2019. In addition to those listed below, we also want to thank everyone who made an
in-kind contribution throughout the year. Although too numerous to print, these gifts of time, talent,
books, supplies, gift certificates, baskets, etc. are extremely helpful and very much appreciated!

$2,500+ Donors

The Jack Buncher Foundation
Baughman Family Charitable Fund
Parkway West Rotary Club
Christmas Light Up Celebration
United Parcel Service (UPS)
Heritage Valley Health System

$1,000- $2,499 Donors
Milestones Financial Group
New AGE Environmental Inc.
Imperial Tax & Accounting, Inc.
MCG Operations, LLC

Norene Ruggiero

Carrie Tapyrik

Conti Law

WAFEL

Dixon Voss LLC

Donald & Anna Marie Niemann
Regis & Elizabeth Killmeyer
Exchange Undewriters

Express Employment Professionals
North Fayette Township

$500 - $999 Donors
Roberta Smith

Mark and Pamela Perry
Oasis Ministries
Anthony and Patty Giura
Bob and Lyn Grimm
Jason and Amanda Kirby
Bob and Barb Piskorik
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$500 - $999 Donors Continued

Earle Wolfe

Network for Good

Jude and Donna Shemon

Pustover Financial Services

567 Workshops

Highmark Matching Funds

Ray and Amy McDonald

Robert and Kay Doddato

Albert and Gloria Mazzocco

West Allegheny Foundation

Anonymous

Daniel Booker

Duerr Packaging Co., Inc.

Fast Eddie's Food-N-Fuel

First Commonwealth Bank

Kristin Novic

Monark Student Transportation

Oakdale Borough

Progressive Insurance
Foundation

Thomas-Little Funeral Service

Township of Findlay

$250 - $499 Donors

Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson
Fronstream Connect

Bill and Lyndy Stout

David DiCola

Nancy Howell

Atty. Frederich E Liechti

Clarkin Family Chiropractic

Erin Wallace

Integrity Financial Advisors
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$250 - $499 Donors Continued

HRV Conformance Verification
Associates, Inc.

McCarrell Landscape Construction

Pittsburgh Technical Institute

PuroClean Restoration Specialists

Renaissance Home Care, Inc.

Alan & Terriann Conoscuito

Tim and Sheila O'Sullivan

Cruise Planners

Secure Money Advisors, LLC

Angie Lake

Baker and Taylor

Herman & Cherilyn Fry

McDonald Sportsmen's Foundation

Sabrina D. Brindle

$100 - $249 Donors

The Kulin Family

Anonymous

All Done Services, LLC

Autism Caring Center, LLC

Carrie Lowery

Darla A. Carson

Edward & Sandra Smith

Ernie & Elizabeth Lee

Howard Moore & Carol Pattison
John & Virginia Whitefield
Christopher & Katherine Rovensky
Kathleen Davis

Moody Funeral Home

Paul & Loretta Hennemuth
Regis Martin Nelis

RJ Rohbeck Jr. Home Remodeling



$100 - $249 Donors Continued
Robert & Sharon Kramm
Todd & Jennifer Lindemuth
Mike and Sky Mu

Matthew & Erin Carlisle
Shelly Dammann

Stanley Macklin

Autum Heil

Clement & Karen Rolin
David & Tommilea Giegel
Eric & Julie Loehlein

Jo Ann Deasy

Julie Alwine

Linda Lewis

Lois Linck

Maribeth A. Vogl

Mark Carlisle

Ruth Daughenbaugh
Sierra Experts

Pike Beverage, Inc

John & Patricia Ewing
Mary Sandora

Nancy Holston

Pigs in Paradise Food Truck
Pameal Limbruner
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Beth Wurzel

Aldo & Susan Betta

Annie S Miller

Anonymous

Anthony Saveikis

Bradley & Amanda Kramer
Carolyn Schroeffel

Jeffrey & Cathy Scott
Chris & Rita Melvin
Christopher Maropis
Danelda Yenchik

Drew & Joyce Leister
Edward & Mary Maximovich
Erin Medved

Erin Melbert

Helen Kennedy

Jeffery & Wendy Hughes
Jeremy & Barbara OverBay
John & Lynda Wenzel

$100 - $249 Donors Continued

Findlay Township Senior Citizens

Foerster Instruments

Gary Smith

Harry W Turner

John & Rita Petricko

John Sinclair

Karl & Jodi Fritzman

Kathy Pfister

Lisa McCracken

Margaret Ciancetta

Marilyn Demasso

Michelle Koester

Natalie Manning

Oakdale Lodge No. 669

Ronald & Betsy Frauens

Samuel Albert Duerr

Slovene National Benefit Society

The United Presbyterian Church
of Noblestown

Thomas & Jennifer Bencho

up to $99 Donors

The Haines Girls

Traci Melnick
Anonymous (20)

Walter & Betty Phillips
Gail Yochum

Roger & Patricia Randall
Edward & Evelyn Knisely
Elaine Vent

Merryl Samuels

Jean Quinn

Norman

Richard & Esther Nist
Rose Ann Sinagoga
Wilbur McMurray
William & Mary Gamble
Michelle Opdahl

Donald & Shirley Brazen
Jeffrey & Renee Cousins
Petro & Despina Maropis
Srinivasan Balaji
William & Adele Messer
Bonna Marie Lesko
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up to $99 Donors Continued

Alexis Del Fiacco Comunale

Amy Sue Rocchio

Douglas Barker

Donald Bates

Robert Benson

Brian Berhosky

Katherine Borner

Dean Brooks

Barbara Cunningham

Richard Falconer

John R. Meyers Plumbing &
Heating

Frances Kelley

Darlene Lavezoli

Michael Lazor

Kocuba Li

Matrix Service Company

Sharon Mickens

Debbie Nagode

Elizabeth Shannon

Carol Stenzel

Nancy Thorns

Ronald & Judith Bolind

James & Marie Brajdic

Russ & Ellen Campbell

Robert & Alice Davis

Joseph & Nancy DiBucci

Jules & Shirley Favand

Robert & Barbara Hamel

John & Janice Kreutzman

Jan & Linda Lach

Dennis & Cynthia Macek

Jim & Laurie Mann

Paul & Betty Marflak

Christian & Jacie Maslyk

Robert & Sue McCullough

William & Adele Messer

Ed & Lin Nalesnick

John & Kate Nicholson

Rocco & Karen Prolongo

Harry & Carolyn Rettinger

Dwayne & Sherry Romano

Bill & Coleen Scott

Leo & Marianne Sforza



up to $99 Donors Continued
James & Barbara Strafford
Stanley & Coletta Swick
James & Sandra Thompson
Joseph & Susan Vidmar
James & Claudia Wagner
Timothy & Julie Waugaman
David & Karen Wilk

Lester & Mary Ann Williams
David & Barbara Wood
David & Deborah Young
Medtronic

Patricia McMahon

Melissa Mizwa

Sherrill Hallum

Melissa Hitzfield

Smorto, Persio, Webb & McGill
Joanne R Deklavon

Doug Glovier

Gregory Pitzer Insurance Services
Tom & Debbie Davis
James F Hunsberg

Barry Sommerville

John & Heather Woods
Martin Burke

David G Ceccone

Sandra A Russell

Debra Morrison

Rachel Thacker

Carol Ross Irwin

Doris Scott

Lisa Gialloreto

Mardelle Walk

up to $99 Donors Continued
Beverly Hilpert

Cindi Leszunov

Vito & Sharon Bovalina
Ted & Carol Preniczky
John & Marilyn Walters
Richard A. Kupiec

Julianne Wimer

Ramond & Marian Petrick
Theresa Kralik

Erik & Jean Brandsberg
George & Mary Joan Yecko
Carolyn F. Kerwin

Jodi Lee Dickinson

Donna McCrory

John M Mihalic

Ernest Argenta

Janet Babski

William Brown

Shirley Castillo

Jeffrey & Pamela Davis
David & Charlotte Duffill
William & Theresa Hartman
Robert & Marcia Jackson
Brian & Mary LaPlante
William & Sandra Miller
John & Tina Nagode

Timothy & Barbara Redlinger

John & Lisa Rukas

Dominic & Kim Simko
Timothy & Rebecca Tarbuk
Joan Trautman

Tina Haddad

up to $99 Donors Continued
Kanaka & Sandhya Vantaku
Bernadette Williamson
Judith A Newcomer

Carol A Greco

Mary Connolly

Thomas J Menzies

Tim & Dina Swaney

Erin L Butler

Sean Collins

South Hills College Club
Peggy Highfield

Gloria Puzausky

Scott & Antonine Miller
Ronald Henry

Laverne Palko

Arlene Peroff

Andrew & Connie Buydasz
John & Geraldine Freund
John & Evelyn Jenkins
Early & Louise May
Robert & Amy Werner
Erika Joyner

Debra Mercier

Thomas Mikus

Deborah Elicker Esq.
Target Corporation

Lisa Lauff

Lawrence & Judith Kaufman
Donald & Loretta Perrard
Carole Heitzenrater
Sandra Grill

Tom Meyers Plumbing
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| use the library every time my grandsons come
to visit. We borrow tech to try and they love to
"buy" their own books. They really look forward
to their library trips. | also use our tech support
staff for computer assistance...she is wonderful!
| download books to read on my tablet. I've also
borrowed the radon kit.

- Findlay Resident

The library is an important thread in the fabric of
the community. It offers not only a place to learn
and experience many things, but it is also a
meeting place education sharing which allows us
to have a window onto the world outside of our
neighboorhood. Today's library is not that stuffy
"shush" place. it is a welcoming and inviting place.
All of this is available to the community thanks to
the employees, volunteers, and benefactors who
make this place available to everyone!

- Robert, Findlay Township



