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WESTERN ALLEGHENY COMMUNITY LIBRARY

A LETTER FROM THE
BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Community Members,

It is with great pride and gratitude that we
present the Annual Report for the Western
Allegheny Community Library (WACL) for
2024. Within these pages, you will find
highlights of the impactful programs,
services, and initiatives that continue to
make WACL a vital resource in our
community. The Board remains dedicated
to our mission of providing a safe, inclusive,
and accessible library that empowers
personal, educational, and professional
growth through our extensive collection and
engaging programs.

This past year, WACL has continued to
evolve to meet the changing needs of our
patrons. We have introduced new services,
expanded our programming, and
strengthened community partnerships to
ensure that we remain a cornerstone of
lifelong learning and connection.

With over 75,189 annual visitors and over
14,000 attendees at our events, it is clear that

our library is more than just a building—it is
a dynamic hub of knowledge, engagement,
and community connections.

None of this would be possible without the
steadfast support of our generous donors,
local businesses, government agencies, and
dedicated volunteers. Your belief in the
mission of WACL allows us to innovate,
grow, and serve as an essential resource for
all. We recognize that you have many
choices in how you invest in your
community, and we are honored that you
continue to choose to support the library.

As we look ahead, we remain committed to
ensuring that WACL continues to thrive as a
place where everyone is welcome, learning is
encouraged, and community connections
are strengthened. Thank you for being an
essential part of our journey.
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Kay Doddato
Board President

YEAR 2024




WHO WE ARE

Western Allegheny Community Library, an integral part of the Allegheny
County Library Association, proudly serves the communities of Findlay
Township, North Fayette Township, and Oakdale Borough. With a team of
eighteen dedicated employees, we cater to over 24,000 residents, providing

a diverse array of programs and resources, all accessible to our community

members free of charge.

MISSION

The mission of Western Allegheny
Community Library is to provide a safe,
inclusive, and accessible community-
centered library that is free to the public and
empowers its residents’ personal,
educational, and professional growth
through our collection, programs, and
services.

VALUES

o Community Partnership

« Equity and Inclusion

« Excellence and Integrity

o Intellectual Freedom

« Literacy and Lifelong Learning
o Respect
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The Western Allegheny Community
Library continues to be a vital resource,
connecting patrons with a robust
collection of physical and digital
materials. Our community actively
engages with library resources, borrowing
hundreds of thousands of items and
participating in a wide range of programs.
From early literacy to lifelong learning,

our offerings support individuals of all peess

ages and interests. The following statistics e
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2024

ADULT
PROGRAMING

The library offers a dynamic array of
programs designed to educate, inspire, and
connect adults in our community. Whether
through book clubs, hands-on workshops,
wellness sessions, or lifelong learning
opportunities, there is something for
everyone. These programs provide a
welcoming space for personal growth, social
engagement, and skill-building, ensuring that
patrons can explore new interests, expand
their knowledge, and build meaningful
connections.

This year, the library hosted 168 adult
programs, with 1,811 residents participating in
diverse topics and experiences. Financial
literacy remained a key focus, with 11
programs helping patrons make informed
decisions about budgeting, investing, and
retirement planning. Health and wellness
were also prioritized, with 19 programs
dedicated to mindfulness, nutrition, and
fitness. Additionally, we introduced seven
STEM-focused programs, offering interactive

opportunities to explore science, technology,
engineering, and math.

Beyond these core topics, the library
provided a wide range of programs to enrich
the lives of our patrons. Creative workshops
in arts and writing fostered self-expression,
while technology classes helped users
navigate the digital world with confidence.
History and genealogy programs deepened
connections to local heritage, and cultural
events like movie screenings and trivia
nights brought the community together.
Career-focused workshops supported job
seekers and professionals, while civic
engagement discussions encouraged
thoughtful conversations on important
issues. Through these diverse offerings, the
library remained a vital hub for lifelong
learning, creativity, and community
engagement.
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2024

YOUTH
SERVICES
PROGRAMMING

WACL is committed to providing engaging,
educational, and enriching programs for children
and teens of all ages. From early literacy
initiatives and hands-on STEM activities to
creative arts workshops and interactive
storytimes, our programs foster a love of
learning and discovery. Whether young patrons
are exploring new interests, developing critical
skills, or simply having fun, the library offers a
welcoming space where they can grow, connect,
and thrive.

This year, the library hosted 545 programs
tailored to youth, including 863 for preschool-
aged children (birth to age 5), 109 for school-aged
children (ages 6-11), and 30 for young adults (ages
12-17). These programs provided invaluable
opportunities for early literacy development,
academic enrichment, and social engagement.
Many focused on STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts, and math), helping young
learners build curiosity and problem-solving
skills in a fun and interactive environment.
Storytimes, creative arts sessions, and hands-on
experiments encouraged both self-expression
and foundational learning.

In addition to traditional programming, the
library offered unique experiences to engage
young patrons in new and meaningful ways.
Literacy-based initiatives supported emerging
readers, while coding and robotics workshops
introduced students to essential 21stcentury
skills. Special events, including themed
celebrations and summer reading challenges,
motivated children and teens to stay engaged
with books and learning year-round. By
providing a diverse range of programs, the
library played a vital role in supporting the
educational and developmental needs of the
community’s youngest learners.
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OUTREACH

WACL is also committed to bringing
resources, literacy, and engagement
beyond our walls and into the community
through dynamic outreach programs. Each
month, our Book Bus makes 16 stops at
area preschools and daycares, delivering
books, stories, and activities that spark a
love of reading in young learners. Through
our partnership with LifeSpan - Imperial,
we proudly support seniors by offering
technology assistance, informational
programs, and meaningful opportunities
for connection.

Our outreach efforts extend even further,
with library-hosted programs at locations
like Hope Grows, Raccoon Creek, and the
Botanical Gardens, ensuring that learning
and engagement happen wherever our
community gathers. The Book Bus also
plays an active role in community events,
participating in the Findlay Parade and

making regular appearances at Family
Nights hosted by the school district.
Families can also enjoy our interactive
Story Strolls, where pages of a children’s
book are displayed along a scenic path,
transforming a simple walk into a literacy
adventure. These unique experiences
promote outdoor exploration while
encouraging a love of reading. Through
these diverse outreach initiatives, the
library continues to enrich lives and
strengthen community connections.
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ACCESS, SERVICES

& RESOURCES

The library is dedicated to providing access to
essential services and resources that ensure
accessibility, convenience, and support for our
community. Whether through technology
assistance, notary services, public computer
access, or specialized programs, we strive to meet
the diverse needs of our patrons.

This year, the library facilitated 45 one-on-one
tech appointments, helping individuals navigate
digital tools, devices, and online resources with
confidence. We also provided 54 notary
appointments, offering a vital service for those
needing official document verification. With
seven public computers available, patrons
completed 3,034 computer sessions, accessing
everything from job applications to research
materials. Our free public Wi-Fi, which extends

into the parking lot, was accessed7,867 times,
ensuring seamless connectivity for those who
need it, when they need it. Additionally, the
library continues to offer mobile printing, faxing,
and scanning, making it easier than ever for
patrons to complete essential tasks efficiently.

From January through April, the VITA Tax
Program successfully served 1,215 people,
providing vital tax assistance at no cost to
residents. The library also participated in RAD
Pass 2.0, a program that grants Allegheny County
residents access to free and reduced-price tickets
to partner cultural organizations. Through these
services and initiatives, the library remains
committed to enhancing accessibility, supporting
lifelong learning, and enriching the community.
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2024 Overview

FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

We are extremely grateful for the ongoing support of Findlay
Township, North Fayette Township, Oakdale Borough, the
Allegheny Regional Asset District, and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, as well as our donors, grantors, and community
partners. Their contributions allow us to expand services and

FUNDRAISING

In 2024, we raised an impressive
$155,869 through appeal letters,

provide valuable resources. Through their generosity, we are able to

make a lasting impact on the community.

Variable
State Aid 3.6%
8.5%
Gaming Funds
1.6%

ARAD
19.3%

EHECczEH<<HXT

Programs & Services Other Operating
3.5% 7.1%

Building & Grounds
7.1%

Library Materials
13.5%

V2R e Ve Ry Al e Rav il es|

Municipalities
67%

Personnel Related
68.9%

signature events, and campaigns,
funds that directly support our
mission to provide valuable resources
and services to the community.
Fundraising highlights include:

« Love Your Library Campaign &
Fall for Your Library Event: In
September, our Love Your Library
campaign saw outstanding success,
largely driven by our signature
fundraising event, Fall For Your
Library. With over 300 attendees,
the event raised $71,120,
contributing to the campaign’s
total of $93,000 from 189 donors,
including 16 first-time
contributors. Thanks to
overwhelming community
support, $60,000 of these funds
qualified for the county’s match
program, further amplifying their
impact. We also received $12,335
from the Jack Buncher Foundation
and a $5,000 year-end gift, both of
which played a crucial role in
advancing our mission.

« GBU Life Grant: This year, we
were awarded a $10,000 grant
from GBU Life, which has been
instrumental in enhancing our
programs and services.

 Friends of the Library Success:
Our dedicated Friends of the
Library group had a record-
breaking year, raising over $15,000
through two seasonal book sales
and an ongoing sale in the library.
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2024

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Building and Grounds
« Installed a highly visible sign at the driveway entrance, improving accessibility and visibility for residents to

locate the library.

Officially opened the first Sensory Room in an Allegheny County Library, enhancing inclusivity for patrons
with sensory needs.

Enhanced security by installing 26 internal and external cameras, three panic buttons, and a keyless access door
control, ensuring a safer environment for staff and patrons.

Completed a comprehensive pavement project, including grading, repaving, expanded parking, and new
guardrails along the hillside for improved safety and accessibility.

Reorganized and repackaged the Library of Things collection, making it easier for patrons to browse and
discover available items.

Replaced magazine shelving to improve accessibility and visual appeal, enhancing usability for patrons.

Staff

Amy received the Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce’s Ambassador of the Year award,
recognizing her exceptional community engagement and leadership.

Amy was re-appointed to the Pittsburgh Shared Services Oversight Committee and named co-chair of the
Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce’s Ambassador Committee.

The Leadership Team completed a six-week Leadership Communication course.

Amy served as a panelist for the county’s Politics, Policies, and Patrons Continuing Education event, sharing
expertise with other library professionals.

Becky was appointed Assistant Director, strengthening the library's leadership team.

Heather was named co-chair of the Downloadable Resources Committee (beginning in 2025), expanding the
library’s role in digital resource management.

Renewed PA Forward Gold Star Library status, reaffirming WACL’s commitment to top-tier library services
and resources.

Technology

Upgraded all patron and staff computers through a generous grant from the Regional Asset District, improving
technology access and efficiency.
Implemented a new online events calendar to track and analyze user engagement, providing valuable insights
into library service usage.
Launched KnowBe4 Cybersecurity Training for staff, strengthening the library's digital security practices.
Upgraded the library’s wireless access points through a grant from the Hillman Family Foundation, enhancing
connectivity for patrons.
Added two new databases:

o Blue Career — Focuses on skilled trades, career assessments, salary ranges, and job-seeking support.

o Financial Fit — Offers tutorials on financial literacy, budgeting, credit scores, retirement planning, and more.

Outreach and Community Partnerships

Collaborated with West Allegheny School District to support their Summer Reading Program and brought the
Book Bus to all elementary school Kindergarten/New Student Orientation events.

Partnered with the Pittsburgh Botanical Gardens, providing professional storytime and bringing the library bus
to their summer programming.

Established a partnership with Progress City, funded by the Department of Labor and Industry, to provide 90
hours of employment at WACL for two young adults, promoting community integration for diversely abled
individuals.

Heather presented at Findlay’s October Senior Luncheon, showcasing library resources.

North Fayette, Findlay, and Oakdale passed resolutions proclaiming Friends of the Library Week, recognizing
the invaluable contributions of Friends groups in their townships.
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STRATEGIC
PLANNING
& OPERATIONS

In 2024, the Board of Directors played a
pivotal role in guiding the library’s strategic
direction, ensuring its continued growth and
sustainability. Through thoughtful planning
and key partnerships, the Board focused on
leadership development, operational
efficiency, and policy improvements to
enhance the library’s long-term success.
Their dedication to governance and
innovation has positioned the library for
continued excellence in serving the
community.

o Initiated a partnership with Strategy
Solutions to develop a Director
Succession Plan, ensuring seamless
leadership transitions and sustained
strategic growth.

o Contracted with Insperity, a professional
employer organization, to streamline and
enhance HR functions for the library.

« Reviewed and updated all library policies,
ensuring every policy has been revised
within the past two years.

» Participated in the PALA and CBL Friends
and Director’s Institute, fostering
professional development and
collaboration.

2025

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Kay Doddato
North Fayette, President

Skip Shemon
Findlay, Vice President

Zac Wassel
Oakdale, Treasurer

Aleksandra Kocelko
Findlay, Secretary

Juliana Devere
North Fayette

Bob Mizwa
Oakdale

Shannon Muro
North Fayette

Mike Paliani
North Fayette

MaryAnn Wiesner
Findlay
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2024

DONORS
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The library is a gateway to knowledge, connection, and opportunity for our community. None of this
would be possible without the generosity of our supporters. Your contributions fuel our mission, ensuring
that we can continue providing essential resources, educational programs, and meaningful experiences for

all.

We are proud to recognize the following financial donors for their outstanding generosity and steadfast
support throughout 2024. Your commitment makes a lasting impact, and we are truly grateful.

$10,000+ Donors

GBU Life

Clinton Light Up Celebration
The Jack Buncher Foundation

$5,000+ Donors
Conti Law

$2,500+ Donors

Eastern Atlantic State Regional
Council of Carpenters

First Commonwealth Bank

Heritage Valley Health System

McClellands Contracting &
Roofing LLC

North Fayette Township

Walsh Construction

West Allegheny School

District

$1,000- $2,499 Donors

Anna Marie and Don Niemann

Anne Miller

The Brindle Family

Charles Schwab

Coldwell Banker Shanna
Funwela

Elizabeth Shannon

Fidelity Charitable

Kehm Oil Company

Lamar Advertising

Nancy Howell

Pack N Ship

Parkinson Electric, LLC

Partners for Quality

Patricia Donati

Pustover Financial Services

Ray and Amy McDonald

$1,000- $2,499 Donors
Continued

Sierra Experts

US Asset Management LLC

$500 - $999 Donors
Albert and Gloria Mazzocco
Bob and Lyn Grimm
Charles Metcalf

David DiCola

Doris Scott

Duerr Packaging Co., Inc.
John and Juliana Devere
Jude and Donna Shemon
Kathleen Davis

Kristin Novic

Laura and George Kulin
Leo Sforza

Linda Wolfe

MaryAnn Wiesner
Monark Student

Transportation

Nancy and Dave Cook
Oakdale Borough

Piper Sandler

Robert and Kay Doddato
Robert Mizwa

Roberta Smith

Roland Trucking Inc.
Township of Findlay
West Allegheny Foundation

$250 - $499 Donors

Ameriserve Trust and Financial
Services

Anonymous

Bill Few Associates, Wealth
Managment

Bob and Barb Piskorik

BOK Law & Mediation Services

$250 - $499 Donors Continued

Brenda Havelka

Calgon Carbon Corporation

Carrie Tapyrik

Chris and KC Rovensky

Chris Rodgick

Darla A. Carson

David and Tommilea Giegel

Dixon Voss LLC

Dollar Bank, Crafton

First National Bank of

Pennsylvania

Hometown Spine & Sport, LLC

JoAnn Ste Marie

Judy Davis

Judy Dewey Notary

Julianne Wimer

Len O’Connell

LSSE Civil Engineering and
Surveyors

Matthew and Erin Carlisle

McCarrell Landscape
Construction

Millers Mobile Home Estates

Moody Funeral Home

Rock Mulch & More

Sheetz

TJ’s Deli Mart #3

Valley Electric Company

Wilbur McMurray

$100 - $249 Donors

AJ and Missy Baldwin
Alana Banaszak

Alyssa and Samuel Roberts
Amanda Semerod

Amber Wood

Anni Schott

Anthony Saveikis

Barbara Proper



$100 - $249 Donors Continued

Bernadette Bright
Bernadette Krueger
Bernadette Williamson
Betty Marflak

Bill and Lyndy Stout
Bonnie Evans-Magdalene
Bradley and Amanda Kramer
Brian and Mary LaPlante
Brysen Nemec

Cali Cimoch

Camille Cobell

Carol Bonicky

Carol Hornyak

Carol Stenzel

Caroline Anderson
Catherine Kvederis
Cathy and Jeffrey Scott
Cheryl Ciccone

Chris and Rita Melvin
Christine Kelly
Christopher Maropis
Clement and Karen Rolin
Dana Schultz
DaneldaYenchik

Danielle Hagenstein
David and Barbara Wood
Deborah Gray

Diana and Roger Froats
Don Fetterolf

Dorothy Gearhart

Drew and Joyce Leister
Edward Heinz

Edward Whitmoyer
Ellen Jukes

Erin Melbert

Erin Wallace

Gary Smith

Geraldine Benish
Gwenyth Brautigam
Helen Kennedy

Herman and Cherilyn Fry
Howard Moore and Carol
Pattison

Jackie Hendricks

Jaime Budesa

James and Susan Martin
James McLaughlin

Jean and Erik Brandsberg
Jennifer and Jason Forth
Jeremy and Barbara Overbay
Jesse Anderson

JoAnn Truchan

John and Lynda Wenzel

WESTERN ALLEGHENY COMMUNITY LIBRARY

$100 - $249 Donors

Continued

John and Rita Petricko

Jon Bradford

Joseph and Jeanne
Matucheski

Joseph and Susan Vidmar

Joseph Miknevich

Joyce Koval

Jules and Shirley Favand

Julie Alwine

Julie Howard

Karen Borraccini

Kari Mull

Katherine Brittian

Kathy Pfister

Katie Hecklick

KLH Engineers, Inc

Kramer Farms LLC

Laura Boni

Laura Lynn Mangis

Leigh Sankey

Leo Zak

Linda Lane Dolecki

Linda Rectenwald

Lisa and John Rukas

Lisa Dixon

Lisa Gialloreto

Lisa McCracken

Margaret Bruni

Marie and James Brajdic

Marilyn Demasso

Mark and Pamela Perry

Mary Haffely

Matt and Chris Rakolta

Matthew Fawley

Medtronic

Meghan Yoder

Melanie Love

Melissa Mizwa

Merryl Samuels

Mike and Andrea Kurtz

Montour Valley VFW Post
7714

Neil Willison

Pam Dynys

Paul and Loretta Hennemuth

Rachel Thacker

Regis Martin Nelis

Renee Landy

Patrick Lonergan

RJ Rohbeck Jr. Home
Remodeling

Robert Chisholm

YEAR 2024

$100 - $249 Donors

Continued

Roger and Patricia Randall

Ron and Lynne Zvirman

Rosemary Mitsch

Shawn and Courtenay
DeLuca

Steven Smith

Susan Whitecotton

Theresa Serniak

Tiffany Kehm

Timothy and Barbara
Redlinger

Valerie and Ken Brandy

WM. Jerry Morgan

up to $99 Donors

Adele and William Messer

Agnes Eicher

Aimee Nordman

Alicia Werner

Allyson Schwartzmiller

Amy Sue Rocchio

Angie Lake

Ann Withrow

April Alling

Barry Somerville

Becky Proie

Beth and John Ostrander

Beth Dempe

Beverly Hilpert

Bonna Marie Lesko

Brandon and Brittany Kinest

Brandy Woods

Brian Berhosky

Bruce Toward

Carol Toth

Carolyn F Kerwin

Casey Lockerbie

Catherine Proie

Cheryl S Falconer

Christine Cepulis

Cindi Leszunov

Claudie Hartman

Coletta and Stanley Swick

Costco Wholesale
Organization

Crystal Partyka

Cynthia and Dennis Macek

D.P. Smith

Dale and Idamae Gower

Danielle Bonello

Darlene Lavezoli

David and Charlotte Duffill



up to $99 Donors Continued

David Jedlicka

David Marocco

Deanne Morris

Deborah and David Young
Dennis and Amy Fodse
Diane Juravich

Diane Jurena

Dianne Powers

Dolores Shiska

Donald Bates

Donelle Mayausky

Donna McCrory

Doris Cole

Dwight Weldon

Edward and Evelyn Knisely
Edward Paul Greenebaum
Elaine Vattimo

Ellen and Russ Campbell
Eric Janoski

Ernest Argenta

Frederich E Liechti

Gail Ciallelli

Gail Yochum

Gary Lengyel

Gary Silvestri

Gigi Higie

Hank Brinzer

James and Barbara Stafford
James and Claudia Wagner
Janet Babski

Janet Kukulinsky

Jean Minich

Jeff Choura

Jeffrey and Renee Cousins
Jen Suehr

Jill Wiggins

Jodi Lee Dickinson

John and Geraldine Freund
John and Kathy Sloan
Joseph and Amy Fastuca
Joseph and Nancy DiBucci
Judith A Newcomer
Judith Radley

Kady Sealock

Karen Simpson

Karl and Jodi Fritzman
Katherine Miller

Kathryn Nicholson

Kathy King

Kylee Phillips
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up to $99 Donors Continued

Lawrence and Judith
Kaufman

Leslie Stoffel

Linda Dobosh

Linda Leihgeber

Linda Sagan

Marcy Walters

Mardelle Walk

Marian and Ramond Petrick

Maribeth Vogl

Martin and Janet Burke

Mary Ann Kiska

Mary Beth Madalinsky

Mary Gamble

Mary Schuler

Mary Leah Stolarz

Mary Lynn Collins

Mary Rosa

Mary Sandora

MaryBeth Kramer

Melissa Wertz

Michael and Jean Quinn

Michael Lazor

Michael Milnes

Michaeline Chiesa

Morgan Partyka

Nancy Holston

Nancy Thorns

Natarajan Gounder

Nicole Larrow

Nicole and Stevo Solaya

Oakdale Cub Scout Pack 848

Pamela Limbruner

Patricia Lutkus

Patricia Shetler

Randy Emerson

Robert and Barbara Hamel

Robert and Kelly Sterner

Robert and Mary Cassidy

Robyn and Nicolette

Clements

Rocco and Karen Prologo

Ronald Henry

Rose Ann Singoga

Rose Marie Baker

Ruth Daughenbaugh

Sandra and Edward Smith

Sandra and James Thompson

Sandra and William Miller

Sandra Posega

YEAR 2024

up to $99 Donors Continued
Sarah and Scott Weese
Saundra Gill

Scott and Antonine Miller
Shamrock Lawn Maintenance
Shana and Grayson
Dobrowski

Shelly Partyka

Sherri Wharton

Sherry Schiff

Stanley Michalski

Stephen and Heather Auman
Stephen Trusnovic

Susan O’Connell

Susan Dorman

Ted and Carol Preniczky
Thomas Menzies

Tiffany Bornes

Timothy and Sheila
O’Sullivan

Timothy Trimarki

Tucker and Tessa Deveaney
Victor Polk

Wendy Bernett

Zac and Casey Wassel







